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\3*1! Peter Bedford MP
Member of Parliament for Mid Leicestershire
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Tel: 020 7219 7498

Cllr Philip Tenwick
26 Berrys Lane
Ratby
Leicestershire

LE6 0JA

Our Ref: PB07292 17 April 2026

Dear Villages Together,

i

[am wﬁ_tingfd update y'c_m followihg }ri; recent correspondence with the Department for
Transport regarding the application of the “place before movement” principle in rural
transport assessments, a copy of the Department’s response to which I have attached for your
information.

I have now received a reply from the Minister for Local Transport. While the response
acknowledges the principle and refers to forthcoming national guidance, it does not fully
address the key concerns that you and the Parish Councils have raised.

In particular, the Department’s reply does not provide:

* clear guidance on how “place before movement” should be applied in rural contexts;
* a measurable framework for assessing place impacts in villages;

* guidance on cumulative or cross?boundary impacts;

¢ aresponse to the proposed Leicestershire pilot area; or

clarity on how the principle interacts with housing delivery targets.

Given these gaps, [ will be following up with the Department for Transport to press for
clearer and more practical national guidance that reflects the realities facing rural
communities.

Claire is continuing to keep me updated on progress locally and has also put you in contact
with the gentleman who attended my recent constituency surgery. I am grateful for this
ongoing engagement.

This is a challenge faced by many communities across my constituency, and I want to
reiterate my full support for what you are trying to achieve. 1 will continue to raise these
issues and keep you informed of any further developments.

Yours sincerely,

~/ /
Peter Bedford MP
Member of Parliament for Mid Leicestershire

Constituency Office:
Peter Bedford MP, 4 Cropston Road, Anstey, Leicestershire, LE7 7BJ
E-mail: peter.bedford. mp@parliament.uk Tel: 0116 507 7162
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